Relapsing oligoarticular septic arthritis during etanercept treatment of rheumatoid arthritis.
Septic arthritis is a commonly reported complication of rheumatoid arthritis (RA). Tumor necrosis factor alpha (TNF-alpha) plays an important role in host defense against infection. Inhibition of its activity could therefore be anticipated to augment the risk of infection. Both opportunistic and bacterial infections have been described in patients with RA treated with anti-TNF-alpha therapy. We describe a patient who experienced 2 episodes of septic arthritis. Both occurred while the patient was on etanercept. Recurrence developed despite prolonged parenteral antibiotic. To our knowledge, this is the first report of relapsing oligoarticular methicillin-sensitive Staphylococcus aureus septic arthritis despite prolonged antibiotic treatment in a patient receiving etanercept therapy. Our case underscores the advisability of discontinuing TNF-alpha blockade in patients with septic arthritis during prolonged antimicrobial therapy.